Proposals, reports and other documents

Article 18

[Time fixed for acceptance]

(1) A period of time for acceptance fixed by an offe-
ror in a telegram or a letter begins to run from the mo-
ment the telegram is handed in for dispatch or from the
date shown on the letter or, if no such date is shown,
from the date shown on the envelope. A period of time
for acceptance fixed by an offeror by telephone, telex or
other means of instantaneous communication, begins to
run from the moment that the offer reaches the offeree.

(2) If the notice of acceptance cannot be delivered at
the address of the offeror due to an official holiday or a
non-business day falling on the last day of the period for
acceptance at the place of business of the offeror, the pe-
riod is extended until the first business day which fol-
lows. Official holidays or non-business days occurring
during the running of the period of time are included in
calculating the period.

PRIOR UNIFORM LAW

ULF, article 8 (2).
UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules, article 2 (2).

Commentary

1. Article 18 (1) provides a mechanism for the calculation of the
commencement of the period of time during which an offer can be
accepted.

2. If aperiod oftime for acceptance isof a fixed length, such as 10
days, it is important that the point of time at which the 10-day period
commences be clear. Therefore, article 18 (1) provides that a period of
time for acceptance fixed by an offeror in a telegram ‘“begins to run
from the moment the telegram is handed in for dispatch.”

3. In the case of a letter the time runs “from the date shownon the
letter” unless no such date is shown, in which case it runs ‘*“from the
date shown on the envelope.” This order of preference was chosen for
two reasons: first, the offeree may discard the envelope but he will have
available the letter as the basis for calculating the end of the period dur-
ing which the offer can beaccepted and second, the offeror will have a
copy of the letter with its date but will generally have no record of the
date on the envelope. Therefore, if the date on the envelope controlled,
the offeror could not know the termination date of the period during
which the offer could be accepted.




